Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis in African Americans.
To examine racial differences in disease expression in African American and Caucasian children with pauciarticular and polyarticular juvenile rheumatoid arthritis (JRA). A retrospective chart review was conducted of 35 African American and 137 Caucasian children with pauciarticular and polyarticular JRA. African American children were significantly older than Caucasian children at the time of presentation. This was true both for the group as a whole and for each of the disease onset subtypes. African American children were less likely to have positive antinuclear antibody tests than Caucasian children. This finding paralleled a low incidence of uveitis in African American children. African American children were also more likely to have IgM rheumatoid factors (detected by latex agglutination) than Caucasian children. This was true even for African American children with pauciarticular JRA. There are significant phenotypic differences between African American and Caucasian children with JRA.